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OUR MISSION

We support arts education for the students of Johns
and Wadmalaw Islands and provide cultural
enrichment for members.

Some of the programs we sponsor...
(for complete list, see final page)

Chamber Music Charleston - Classical Kids 
Charleston Jazz - Jazz Combo Classes, Melodica
Classes, In-School Concerts
PURE Theatre - After School Theatre Programs
The Gaillard Center - A variety of in town
performances that reach 1500 of our students.
Charleston Stage - Workshops and Performances
of A Year With Frog & Toad

WHO WE ARE

Arts, etc. is made up of about 200 women living on
Kiawah Island and Cassique, who are committed to
making arts education available to the students on
Johns and Wadmalaw Islands. The majority of the
schools we serve are Title 1 schools where the
income profile of the district is often inadequate to
support arts programming for their deserving
students. This type of programming is known to
enrich the overall education experience. 

Each year we hold our major fundraiser, the Kiawah
Art & House Tour, to raise money for our mission.
Through the generosity of our business sponsors,
member and friend donations, we are able to offer
20+ quality programs annually, to over 2,000
students in the community schools provided by the
high quality music and arts organizations in the the
Charleston area. 



OUR IMPACT

13 PROGRAM PARTNERS
Local non-profit arts organizations that 
provide educational and cultural experiences.

OVER 20 SPONSORED PROGRAMS
Annual events organized by our Program Partners
and sponsored by Arts, etc. funding.

MORE THAN 95% PARTICIPATION
Virtually every student at Johns and Wadmalaw Islands
schools participates in an Arts, etc. sponsored event yearly.



WHO WE SERVE

5 LOWCOUNTRY SCHOOLS
Johns and Wadmalaw Islands students in
elementary, middle, and high school.

350+ HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
St. Johns High School students are impacted
by programming through the Gaillard,
Charleston Jazz, PURE Theatre, and more.

200+ MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Haut Gap Middle School students are provided
with arts enrichment through drama, dance,
arts technology, and jazz music clubs  

1.2K+ ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
Angel Oak ES, Mount Zion ES, and Frierson ES
students benefit from a wide range of events
both in-school and off-site.

54 YOUTH SYMPHONY MUSICIANS
Arts, etc. is sponsoring Charleston Symphony
Youth Orchestra students in a trip to Carnegie
Hall in New York City in February 2025.



W H Y  D O E S  A R T S  P R O G R A M M I N G
M A T T E R  T O  S T U D E N T S ?

There are many reasons why Arts, etc.
has transformed our climate and
culture at Haut Gap Middle School. We
try to engage all students and your
contributions have made a difference.
The variety of activities are exciting
and students are eager to join and
participate. Arts, etc. has been so
generous with the amount of people
and activities. Often, middle school
students have a difficult time fitting in
and finding friends. These activities
allow students to be exposed to
authentic experiences and new
people. We are excited that over 100 of
our students are participating and
thriving each week. I look forward to
our students being able to enjoy all the
offerings of Arts, etc. Thank you for all
you do for our students on Johns
Island!

J. Travis Benintendo, Principal
Haut Gap Middle School

The arts provide both mirrors and
windows for student experiences --
students can learn more about
themselves and learn about others
through the arts!

The arts boost critical thinking skills
-- students have to create, plan,
make decisions, take risks, etc.
which all help students grow!

The arts deepen our students'
knowledge and understanding,
both of themselves and of the world
around them!

Anna Mims, Principal
Mt. Zion Elementary School

Voices of Johns and Wadmalaw Island School Leaders



W H Y  D O E S  A R T S  P R O G R A M M I N G
M A T T E R  T O  S T U D E N T S ?

Arts education impacts our students by:

Enhancing Creativity and Critical Thinking: Engaging in the arts
encourages students to think outside the box, fostering creative
problem-solving skills. This nurtures their ability to approach
challenges in innovative ways, which is essential not only in arts-
related fields but in all aspects of life and learning.
Improves Emotional Expression and Confidence: Arts education
provides a platform for students to express themselves in a safe
and supportive environment. Whether through theater, music, or
visual arts, children can explore and convey their emotions, leading
to improved emotional intelligence and self-confidence. This is
particularly beneficial for young people who might struggle with
traditional forms of expression.
Supports Academic and Social Development: Studies have shown
that students who participate in the arts often perform better in
other academic areas. The skills gained from practicing and
performing such as discipline, focus, and collaborative work—
translate to improved performance in subjects like math and
reading, while also enhancing social skills and teamwork.

Arts education truly builds a strong foundation for personal growth,
academic achievement, and life skills that benefit young minds. The
transition is remarkable. Our kids leave these programs with a new
attitude and mindset. Each day they grow and improve their craft by
trusting themselves and the educators. We are so grateful for these
programs and would love to continue creating these opportunities for
our kiddos. 

Miracle Mozzee, Communities in Schools Site Coordinator
Haut Gap Middle School

Voices of Johns and Wadmalaw Island School Leaders



FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year Ended 09/30/2024

Arts, etc. raises over $200,000 from the annual Kiawah Art &
House Tour, Member and Sponsor Donations, and other events
such as art auctions.

More detail available upon request.



FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year Ended 09/30/2024

More detail available upon request.

$ 45,215
$ 44,978
$ 30,000
$ 27,130
$ 20,000
$ 20,000
$ 18,455
$ 12,500
$  10,400
$    6,140
$    6,021
$    5,876
$    4,000
$    4,000
$       800

$255,515

PURE Theatre
Charleston Stage
Gaillard Center
Chamber Music Charleston
Charleston Galliard Center
Palmetto City Ballet
Charleston Jazz
Angel Oak ES/Arts Now
Engaging Creative Minds
Yo Art
Frierson Elementary
Haut Gap Middle School
Charleston Children's Opera
Gibbes Museum
St. Johns High School
Total Distributions

Arts, etc. distributes funds to
Program Partners and Schools.

Arts, etc. strives to minimize its operational expenses and
maximize  funding available for its programs. 

In FY24, Arts, etc. used 86% of available funds to support Program
Partners and schools.



Children’s Opera, Goldie B. Locks
and the Three Singing Bears

PROGRAM PARTNERS
2024-2025 Sponsored Programs Listed Below

Teacher Development Training for
Arts-Based Curriculum

Classical Kids Concert, Dream
Hispanic Heritage Month, Drum Girl
String Residency Program
Of Mice and Mozart

Melodica Classes
Jazz Combo Classes
3 Live In-School Performances

Workshop and Matinee, A Year with
Frog and Toad
Collaborative Mini Musical with
Chamber Music Charleston

Trip to Carnegie Hall in NYC for 54
Students in Charleston

Master Classes

Education Season includes 11
Different Shows and 17 Performances

Open House Night for Title I Schools

Assembly Program, Creating a Ballet

After School Theatre Program

Hip Hop Master Class

Coding/Programming
Digital Photography
Filmmaking/Videography



2023-2024 MEMBER SPONSORS
See our website for 2024-2025 Sponsors.

PLATINUM
Amy and Paul Creamer
Helga and Michael Heidingsfelder
Mary Alice and Tom Roberts
Sara Midkiff
Carla and Carl Powe
Joanne and Paul Hennessy
Mary Houston and Chip Cater
The Friday Walkers

GOLD
Cynthea and Tom Riesenberg
Joanne Hill and Joseph Liro
Karen and Bill Davis
Mary and John Degnan
Susan and Tom Flanagan
Tina and Paul Krause
Chris Motamed
FortyEight - Wine Bar & Kitchen
Karen and Paul Curth
Kathy and Joe Sweeney
Sandy and Michael Collins
Susan and Tom Stallings
Renee and Alan Levow

SILVER
Cheryl and Dave Morley
Anne and Lee Cotton
Holly and Brooks
Maggie and Joel Eisemann
Pam and Charles Williams
Susan and Michael Delaney
Vicki and John Parry
Anonymous
Laurie Kesaris and Doug Green
Marsha and Neil Gewirtzman
Peggy and Tim Barnes
Tom and Barbara McDuffie

BRONZE
Aileen Sanders
Anonymous
Betsy and Randy Rochman
Charlie and Laura Covert
Doug and Donna Horack
Jinnie and John Chapel
Kathleen and David Cashdollar
Kevin and Mary Sexton
Linda and Paul Hough
Malinda and David Schantz
Mary and Peter Meyers
Susan M. Gallagher
Tamara and Patrick Phelan
William and Bonne Gurzenda
Amy and Adam Raboy
Barbara L. and Vin Lewis
Bettie and Mark Tullis
Christy and Scott Hill
Jennifer Tesoro
Karen and Jim Ambrose
Kay and John Doyle
Kim and Pete Zorniger
Liz and Joe Rae
Martha and Rip Zink
Michael and Eileen Fiore
Tacey and Jim Carroll
Trayce and Randy Fenton

BENEFACTORS
Anonymous
Carroll Dunn
Connie and Rick Gentzler
Gail Pace
Jeanne and Bob Melchionni
Kerry and Mike Pardoll
Marci Kennedy
Paula R. Feldman
Tamie Bergstrom
Barbara and Stephen Kimbrough
Charlotte and Peter Wilzbach
Elisabeth and Wade St. John
Jane and Jim Lowe
John and Anne McGowan
Kim and Paul Anuszkiewicz
Nancy and Dan Prickett
Rania Harris
Tobi and Bobby Rozen



2023-2024 BUSINESS SPONSORS
See our website for 2024-2025 Sponsors.

PRESENTING SPONSOR
First National Bank

PLATINUM
Anderson Insurance Associates
Kristi M. Hutto

GOLD
Ankers Ellis Real Estate and Rentals
American Vernacular, Inc.
Brandywine Oak Private Wealth
First Capital Bank
FortyEight - Wine Bar & Kitchen
Freshfields Village
Glenmede Private Wealth
Henselstone Window and Door Systems
Kingswood Custom Homes
Pristine Reflections Property Management
Seafields at Kiawah Island
Taylor Agency Insurance
Southern Exposure Painting and Superior
     View Charleston
Progressive Integrations
Margaret Donaldson Interiors
Kiawah Island Real Estate
Hendrick Volvo Cars of Charleston

SILVER
Alexandre Fleuren Interiors
Anderson Studio of Architecture and Design
Buffington Homes
BotaArch

SILVER (CONT.)
Bishop Gadsden Episcopal 
     Retirement Community
Camens Architectural Group
Coco Builders
Hege’s Restaurant
Hudson Designs Inc. Architecture
     and Planning
John Griffiths Hardwood Flooring
Koenig Homes
McFadden Pest Control
Pam Harrington Exclusives
Ravenel Associates
R.M. Buck Builders
Seamar Construction Group, Inc.
Sifly Homes, Inc.
The Peninsula of Charleston
Toula DiGiovani - Broker Associate,
     Akers Ellis
Epic Development Group, LLC

BRONZE
Buist Byars & Taylor LLC
Clay Shackelford Architect
Garden Elegance
John Boyd Smith Metal Studios
Kiawah Conservancy
Truist Investment Services

FRIEND
Aqua Blue Pools
Indigo Health Group
Village Optical


